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The Way Home: Hackney's Housing History

A map of 'The Way Home', an audio walk available for free download at
http://hackneyhousingtour.wordpress.com/

Directions are in the sound file but are also repeated on the icons and the list below. For more historical
background and information on the project please visit the website above.
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The first section of the walk begins in Hackney Town Hall square where you hear what home means to the ten
people whose voices make up this walk. Then you'll be directed to walk across the square and turn right down
Reading Lane. 
 

Route 1. Staying Put and Leaving Home Route

1.1 Staying put and Leaving home

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps/user?uid=216278558595665827944&hl=en&gl=uk
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?ct=reset


1 review

At the end of Reading Lane you'll turn right and walk down Eleanor Road, hearing memories of living in terraced
housing before and after the Second World War.

At the end of Eleanor Road you'll turn right down Wilton Way. After you walk under the bridge bear left down
Sylvester Rd until you reach Mare Street. You'll listen to people discuss how close communities were broken up
by post war development and the destruction caused by wartime bombing. 

On Mare St turn left and cross Graham Road. Walk under the bridge and left onto Amhurst Road. 

Walk up the ramp to Hackney Central station, hearing teenage memories of wanting to escape the childhood
home. 

At Aspland and Marcon Estate hear about the tenants and residents association. 

This is where the Aspland and Marcon Community Hall is. Turn left onto Marcon Place, then left onto Poulton
Close. Bear left on the path just past 48 - 57 Marcon Court  and follow it around until you reach Malpas Road.
Turn left and walk down until you reach Amhurst Road. 

Walk down Brett Road, then right on Kenmure, then left on the Narroway, right on Lower Clapton and go into St
John Churchyard gardens. Hear about how the past is often remembered as friendlier and safer then today.

Sit in St John Churchyard Gardens and hear memories of squatting in the 1980s and 1990s.

Third section of 'The Way Home'.

Walk through the churchyard gardens to Keatons the estate agent. Look through the window at the prices
advertised to rent and buy. 

Walk up Mare Street and count the estate agents as you  go up. Have a look in their windows. Pause at Foxtons
at the junction with Morning Lane. 

Cross Morning Lane, turn left and then right on Vallette Street. Walk down to the end of the road, turning right on
Paragon Road until you are back on Mare Street. Turn left and walk until you see the Job Centre on the other side
of the road. Listen to how a teenage mother dealt with suddenly becoming homeless. 

Cross Mare St and walk up to Ellingfort Road. Turn right on Ellingfort Road and walk to the end of the road. Notice
the Vietnamese and Chinese businesses and community centre in the area. Hear Thanh Vu, director of An Viet
community centre explain how the Vietnamese community came to Hackney. 

Walk under the bridge and turn right onto Martello Street. Hear memories of making home in Hackney. 

Walk down Hackney Grove, to the left of the cycle lane, and hear memories of becoming homeless as a new
parent and turning to the council for help. 

Turn left on Reading Lane. By the Assembly Halls cross the road. Walk down Hillman Street and cross the road
again towards the Hackney Service Centre. Wait outside until the story you are hearing has finished. 

Sit in the Hackney Service Centre and listen to memories of applying for housing from the council. 

Leave the service centre by the side door and turn right down Wilton Way. Turn right at the end of the road and
then left at the Hackney Empire, re-entering Hackney Town Hall Square. 

1.2 Staying Put and Leaving Home

1.3 Staying Put and Leaving Home

1.4 Staying Put and Leaving Home

1.5 Staying Put and Leaving Home

Route 2: What We Really Wanted Was Community

2.1 What We Really Wanted Was Community

2.2 What We Really Wanted Was Community

2:3 What We Really Wanted Was Community

2:4 What We Really Wanted Was Community

3 Where You're Your Own Lord and Master

3.1 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master

3.2 Where You're Your Own Lord and Master

3.3 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Masterr

3.4 Where You're Your Own Lord and Master

3.5 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master

3.6 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master

3.7 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master

3.8 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master

3.9 Where You’re Your Own Lord and Master



The final section of  the walk. 

Here is the small memorial to the holocaust.

Sit in Hackney Town Hall Square for the final section of the walk where hopes and fears for the future of housing
are discussed. 

Route 4: The Way Ahead

4.1 The Way Ahead

4:2 The Way Ahead


